WIDF’S DIRECTION COMMITTEE
Cyprus 6th to 8th of June 2003

The Meeting of WIDF’s Direction Committee brought a lot of results and propositions to strengthen our struggle, help the regional offices to have more active role and consequence it will reinforce and upgrade WIDF’s role in the whole world.  We had organizations from 15 countries, our President Marcia Campos and our Vice-presidents Christina Demetriadou, Ruth Neto and Vilma Espin.

1. Presences:

EGYPT - Progressive Women Union of Egypt - Fatma Alasal

RUSSIA - The Women’s Union of Russia - Alevtina Fedulova,Natalia Abdikeeva

CYPRUS - POGO Women’s Movement – Christina Demetriadou

Skevi Koukouma

EQUADOR -  Mujeres Por la Democracia - Emma Ortega, Guadalupe Cando

VIETNAM - Vietnam Women’s Union - Ha Thi Khiet,Cao Thi Hong,Tran Thu Thuy, Nghiem Duc Hien

ANGOLA - Women’s Organization of Angola (O.M.A.) -Ruth Neto, Luzia Ingles Vandunem, Carolina Cerqueira

KURDISTAN - Kurdish Women for Peace - Gulbahar Aslan,Nursel Kilic

BRAZIL - Women Confederation of Brazil - Marcia Campos, Ana Maria Rodrigues 

Center for information for Women - Suzana Maranhao

CUBA -  Federacion de Mujeres Cubanas FMC - Vilma Espin Guillois

Magalys Arochao Dmquej, Dora Carcano Araujo

PHILIPPINES - Gabriela – National Coalition Women’s Organizations in the Philipines - Liza Largoza Maza

MEXICO - Union Nacional de Mujeres Mexicanas - Esmeralda Lagos

BAHRAIN - Association of Women Bahrain - Naeema Marhoon

   The Bahrain Young Ladies Association - Fareeda Gholam

PALESTINE - General Union of Palestine Women - Salwa Abukchadra

Ferial Salem

JORDAN - Arab Women Organization of Jordan - Emily Naffa

LEBANON - League of Lebanese Women’s Rights - Linda Matar

2 . Report on WIDF’s Organization

The Direction Committee Meeting approved the following deliberations: 

1. To have a headquarter and for the present presidency in Sao Paolo, Brazil.

2. The archives of WIDF must be preserved and transferred to Brazil because it is a priceless value for the very important history of WIDF, so they must be kept in micro file (to present a project to UNESCO to achieve it). 

3. To republish WIDF’s Magazine “Women of the World” in 5 languages, twice a year and the subjects will be presented in each Direction Committee Meeting. The first edition will focus on the results of the 13th Congress of WIDF (December 2002) and the Direction Committee Meeting in Cyprus (June 2003). 

4. The magazine will be distributed in all continents and in order to cover the expenses the affiliated organizations, through regional offices, must be responsible to get publicity, donations and etc.

5. We must urgently build a WIDF’s web site and all the organizations are obliged to send informations and photos covering their activities.

6. The Direction Committee Meeting that is held twice a year must be convened each time in a different continent just to reinforce the regional offices and strengthen WIDF positions in the continent. The next meeting will be held in Vietnam. (From 20th till 24th of November 2003)

7. To prepare a WIDF’s Action Plan. 

8. The regional office must communicate and call the other countries of the region to participate in all events that are concerned with the WIDF guidelines as peace, development, equality etc.

9. The subscriptions must be paid to the president on time and all organizations are invited to make contributions.

10. The Presidium is in charge to present in every Direction Committee Meeting a Finance Report.

3 . Report on WIDF’s Statement on Peace and Social Justice

The participants at the Direction Committee Meeting approved the statement as follows and agreed to send it to UN General Secretary Koffi Anan and each one must to send it to their representatives at United Nations as well to the authorities, parties and governments in their countries.
WIDF’s Statement on Peace and Social Justice

“The impact of neo-liberal globalization and imperialist wars on women provoke:  marginalization of women’s labor, feminization of  migration, cut of social services for women, intensification of prostitution and trafficking  in women and children,  increase the attacks against liberties under the guise of fighting ‘’terrorism’’ etc.

The WIDF loyal to its principles to alleviate poverty and achieve social justice progress and peace expresses its total opposition and denunciation to the policy of the imperialist countries represented by Group 8, and is seriously concerned by indifference with which the world’s powerful brokers are undermining the achievements of humanity and forcing ever larger numbers of citizens of the Global South into survival dependency on the market’s and Northern States, and expanding its militarism on a global scale.

The current neo – liberal globalization is the result of the intertwining forces:  The big transnational corporations, the imperialist states and the institutions dominated by the imperialist States, the IMF, WB and WTO. Rulings connive with imperialistic forces to exploit and oppress people of the south.

Through these three organizations, imperialism mainly the U.S, imposes its conditions on the governments of the various dominated countries and dictates the policies they must apply if they are not to be subjected to sanctions or even wars of destabilization or aggression.  The world is living under a veritable dictatorship of transnational organizations.

These institutions forcely open borders for goods and capital from the multinational.  They are the tools of the re – colonization of the Third World.  The illustrate, one refers to the dept issues which is an efficient mechanism of oppression, control and subordination. The foreign debts in 1970 were 60 billion dollars in 1999 it exceeded 2500 billion dollars.  This tragic situation became the concern of WIDF and civil society organizations.

The neo – liberal globalization is also marked by deep crises that shake the imperialist world and force the transnational corporations to grab all possible sources of profit in the dominated countries, and to push the exploitation of the working class in the entire world to its most extreme limits.  The rises in unemployment, the disruption of labor relations, create poverty and social marginalization in large strata especially among women having a low income.

The United Nation ‘Report on Human development 2000’ shows that the poorest 80% of the world’s population consume 5.4% of global wealth where as the richest 20% consume 40.3% of this wealth.  Today one billion and three hundred people live below the poverty line 70% of these are women.

In order to continue the process of globalizations of capitalism and resolving its crisis, imperialism needed to expand its militarism on a global scale by state terror.

The September 2001 terrorist attack followed by the declaration of ‘War against terrorism’ with emphasis on the role of the arms industry must be analyzed with in  this framework.  In the current circumstances the process of militarization of economy will assist the military – industrial complexes to prevent the intensification of this crisis.

Due to this tragic situation, massive struggle against neo – liberal globalization, transnational corporations and capitalist institutions attempts of the U.S. and the hegemony over the world, and demonstrated on the streets of Seattle, Davos, Bangkok, Okinawa, Ottawa, Genoa, Florence and Porto Alegre.

Due to the grave prevailing situation, WIDF call on all progressive forces to take common actions and build co-ordinations to struggle against neo – liberal globalization and its implications.

The WIDF demand the development of a new social program based on the gains of international community, especially the charters, conventions protocol etc.  Calling for the respect of human rights, the democratization of all existing institutions and the innovative and alternative solutions, in the context of insecurity in job and income.  Adoption of the objectives of initiatives for the sake of the poor and the marginalized like Jubilee of the south  coalition, in demanding the cancellation of the dept of the third world countries.

Beside that, WIDF demands:

2. The Withdrawal of the Anglo American occupation forces from Iraq

3. The condemnation of Bush for the war crimes he committed

4. Indemnity to Iraq for the destruction of the Humanity’s largest cultural patrimony

5. The withdrawal of the Israel occupation forces from Arab occupied lands in Palestine, Lebanon and Syria; Israel must apply the UN resolutions to establish a independent  and sovereign state of Palestine

6. The resistance to the cuts in health, educational and social securities and unemployment.

7. Rejecting the IMF, WB, WTO policies.

8. To put an end to structural Adjustment Programs.

9. To adopt measures for wealth distribution such as Tobin Tax, investment of 0, 7% of the rich countries GNP and 20/20 formula between donor countries and the recipients of international aid.

10.  Allocation of resources for economic and human development instead of military builds up.

11. To abolish all biochemical and nuclear weapons and demand from the United Nations to adopt effective measures to ensure the  Mediterranean and Middle East free of weapons of mass destruction.

12. The lifting of economic, financial and trade blockade on Cuba.

13.  To encourage African women efforts for peace social justice, stability, to struggle hunger and the spreading of AIDS and other diseases.

14. That the United Nations and all the powerful countries of the world to exert pressure on Turkey and the Turkish Cypriot Leader Mr. Denktash to alter their intransigent politics so that negotiations can begin again on the base of the Annan plan  will lead to a just and viable solution based on United Nation Resolutions, High Level Agreements and International Law.

15.  Alerts the danger that represents the Colombia Plan, strategy of USA, to implement their hegemonic interests in the Region: the insistence of USA in installing new military bases  Galapagos in Ecuador,  Alcantara in Brazil and in Peru, affects  the national sovereignty and transform that territory into infrastructure of war forcing the historical relationship and brotherhood between Ecuador and Colombia and disrespected the international right.  

16. As a response to the to the escalating of the USA political and military aggression, we call all organizations to participate at the World March into Mexico border-USA, to denounce the invasion of Iraq, the Colombia Plan, the USA military interventions, the embargo to Cuba and the coup attempts in Venezuela

4.  Report on Violence against Women

The discussion about Violence against Women was extensively discussed on the WIDF’s Direction Committee Meeting. As violence, in general, and violence against women, in particular, is an act against human rights and against the person, WIDF demands:

1. The UN must oblige the governments to sign and implement the declaration made by the UN that concerning violence against women

2. To respect Geneva Conventions that concerns women in war situation and armed conflicts

3. To oblige governments to assure special homes for beaten women 

4. To help beaten women to make their voice heard and demand their rights

5. To struggle to abolish all the laws that discriminates the women and specially those that we call “ honor crimes”  
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