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Motion from the National Assembly of Women to the 

People’s Assembly Conference 14 January 2023

Women constitute 50.57% of the UK population (OECD) but face the highest level of poverty, are more likely to be in low paid or insecure employment and struggling with debt. Women do the majority of unpaid work, caring for children, elderly and vulnerable adults, are at a higher risk of poor health and domestic violence. Even before the pandemic, women were disproportionately affected by 11 years of austerity policies. The cost-of-living crisis will result in even more being thrown into poverty.
The National Assembly of Women calls on the People’s Assembly to highlight this disproportionate impact of the cost-of-living crisis on women through publicity and campaigning in the following areas:
· Health 
Of the 1.4 million NHS staff - 76.7% are women. In adult social care 80% of all jobs is done by women. In direct care and support 85-95% of jobs are done by women. [King’s Fund].
· Work
Women make up 82% of hospitality workers [Institute of Fiscal Studies] so are at greater risk of redundancy. There has been little change in the gender pay gap since 2012 [Office of National Statistics] and 54,000 women a year may lose their job due to pregnancy or maternity.
· Benefits and Childcare
In July 2022 over 2.8 million women were on Universal Credit. Half of in-payment households have children. Affordable childcare is key to increasing women’s employment and reducing child poverty.
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